Introduction
Ethyl 2-cyano-3,3-bis(methylthio)acrylate ( Figure 1 ) was prepared by the reaction of ethyl cyanoacetate, carbon disulfide and dimethyl sufate in the presence of a base. 1 Gommper and co-workers studied this reaction thoroughly. The electron-attracting groups on C 2 makes it a very useful reagent for the preparation of heterocyclic com-pounds. 2 Moreover, Ethyl 2-cyano-3,3-bis(methylthio)acrylate can also be prepared efficiently using sodium ethoxide as a base. 3 In the literature numerous reports appeared highlighting its chemistry and use. 
The condensation reaction between ethyl 2-cyano-3,3-bis(methylthio)acrylate and alkyl 2-mercaptoacetate leading to highly functionalized thiophenes was reported by V. J. Ram and co-workers. 8 (F) Suitably functionalized pyrimidine derivatives were synthesized by condensation of ethyl 2-cyano-3,3-dimethylthioacrylate with amidine. 9 Kohara and co-workers also synthesized pyrimidine derivatives starting from ketene dithioacetal and amides in the presence of sodium hydride in DMA. 9 
